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Say to Ceſar the tings which ate 
Ceſars, fo God the things that are Gods, 


HESE Words, are an Anſwer to a Qpe- 
ſtion put to our Saviour, Whether it was 
lawful to pay Tribute to Cæſar or not? It was 
put to him on deſign to enſunare him, and 
either to diſgrace him with the Fews, who 
were uneaſy under the Roman Yoke, and ſo would be 
apt to conclude, fince they expected a Meſſias who 


ſhould fit on the Throne of David, and reſtore the 


Kingdom to Iſrael, and to an entire Liberty, that he 
who adviſed them tamely to bear with a foreign Bon · 
dage, could not be the true Meſſias: Or if, on the 
other hand he ſhould authoriſe, their refuſing to pay 
the Tribute, and to continue fubject to the Romant, 
then they no doubt reckoned that a jealous Govern- 
ment would proceed ſeverely againſt one, whom 
32 would have accuſed as a e Sedition among 
m. 

Our Sayiour's Anſwer as it was liable to no Excep- 
tion; So it is a Rule by which all Queſtions concerning 
Subjection to Government, are to be for ever deter- 
mined. In order to the apprehending the Importance 
of i my muſt examine the Caſe as it then ſtood, | 

About an Hundred Years before this time, Two . 
Brothers of the Poſterity of the Maccabees quarelled 
about the Kingdom: And the younger Brother Ariſto- 
Fulas, being too hard for his elder Brother Hircanmm, 

upon that claimed the Protection of Ay Romans, 
with whom the Fews had been in a Con 
federacy from the Days of Fades Meecs- © Maceabs 
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Foſep. 14 7% alem; but inſtead of reſtoring Hircanac, 
| Book, Chap, Which in Juſtice he ought to have done, he 
K according to the Reman Method, reduced - 
-Fudea unto the form of a Province, From 
that time the Komans named their Kings or Gover- 
nours, and treated the Nation as ſubject to them. So 
no the Queſtion was, Whether the Fews were bound 
to ſubmit to a Conqueſt, that was begun with ſuch 
manifeſt Injuſtice: Since certainly Pompey ought to 
have reſtored Hircanus to his Right, according to the 
Alliance that the Romans had made with his Anceſtors : 
But the Matter had now by a long Preſcription run 
into an eſtabliſhed Title. The Roman Coin was cur- 
rent among them, which is always to be looked on 
as the owning that Authority whoſe Stamp regulates 
the Value of Money, and by Conſequence all the 
Commerce of the Nation. | 1 
From hence we ſee that the Importance of our Sa- 
viour's Anſwer to their Queſtion, is this, That when 
a Government is received and acquieſced in, all Per- 
ſons ought to conform themſelves to it, and to pay 
the Submiſſion due to the ſettled Conſtitution amon 
them. The Fews were declared by this to be bound 
to pay to the Romans thoſe Tributes that they laid on 
them. The Authority of the Roman Emperors was 
indeed at firſt uſurped, and was of a later Date than 
the Congueſt of Fudea; yet the Senate and People of 
Rome had been brought to ſubmit to it: So the Autho- 
; rity of the Emperors is here ſo far aſſerted, that by 
our Saviour's Deciſion the Tribute was to be paid to 
them, as then poſſeſſed of the Authority of the No- 
mans over the Fewiſh Nation. The Rule therefore 
given by our Saviour is, That what Rights ſoever are 
veſted in thoſe who Govern us by a long Poſſeſſion, 
we ought to acquieſce in them, and to render to them 
the Obedience and Subjection that ariſes out of theſe: 
But if they claim that which is not zheirs, and which 
tither by the Laws of God, or by the expreſs Lays of 


{1 
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the Conſtitution, are declared not to belong to them, 
we are not bound to pay or render that: Since it is 
not at all theirs, for that is all that we are bound to 
render to them. 2-950 3 406 201 
Our Saviour has ſtated in Oppoſition to that which 
is Ceſars that which is Gods ; that is, All the Laws of 
God, to which no Law of the higheſt Powers on 
Earth can oblige us not to pay all Obedience. - But 
ſince the paying Tribute was the Point in queſtion, it 
may be ſuppoſed rhat the rendring to God that which 
was His, may more immediately relate to the Poll. 
Money, of Half a Shekel, that all the Males , f. 30. 
among the Fews were bound to pay, to- 13, 1 5 
ward the Expence aud Repairs of the Tem- [Ras 
ple: 80 that by this Deciſion none might exempt [{ 
themſelves from that, under the Pretence of their be. | 
ing — with a Tribute to the Romans, and that | 
they could not be double charged, and pay bot. | 
It may be more proper to enlarge this to all the i 
Laws of God, from none of which the Laws of any 
Earthly Rulers can exempt us. Certainly, to pretend 
that we owe to our Princes Obedience without Reſerves, | 
is profane and impious. This was the moſt ſcandalous 1 
and decry'd of all the Expreſſions made uſe of during 
the Popiſh Reign, of which even then they were a+ i 
ſhamed : And yet ſome are now returning to the Wal. 
lowing in the Mire. Are they longing for the Retura 
of ſuch a Time ? Oh! whither do our Follies carry us 
headlong and blindfold ? The Laws of God the Kin 
of Kings, are Reſerves upon our Obedience to thoſe 
- whoſe higheſt Dignity it is that they are his Miniſters 
deputed by Him. It is a Reproach to all Religion, and 
indeed a profeſſed throwing, it off, to any who pre- 
tend to be Chriſtians, to contradict this ſo flatly, as 
to aſlert an Obedience to any Human Authority with- 
aut Reſerves : The more ſolemnly and publickly this is 
done, the Reproach is the deeper :. For it is the _ 
| preferring the Creature to the Creator, God bleſſe { 
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gut now to examine the Extent of the Deciſion, 
and of the Rule given by our Saviour; it cuts off an 
anxious looking back into What may have been 
the Original Rights of ſome Poſſeſſors of Authority, 
whether it was at. firſt juſt or unjuſt, He neither de- 
cides in Favour of the Roman with Relation to Fades, 
nor of the Emperors with Relation to Rowe. He 
leaves thoſe Titles to their own Force, and adds no 
Strength to them. He only is poſitive in this, That a 
Government ſettled in a long Poſſeſſion, is to be ſub- 
| mitted to. The Peace and Order of the World would 
be ill ſecured, if old Titles might be revived at will, 
after a long Silence: And if a quiet eſtabliſh'd Poſt 
ſeſſion. might be call'd in queſtion, even after that Pe- 
riod of Time was lapſed, upon which all Nations have 
determined the Preſcription of Claims or Rights, in 
Batr to a clear unconteſted Poſſeſſion, This Rule is 
ſo much for the Peace and Happineſs of Mankind, 


8 ya 


that it well became the Saviour of the World to de- 


termine it thus. Thoſe who let their Claims ſleep ſo 
long, may be well oy ns to relinquiſh chem, and 
— releaſe the World from all Obligations to aſſert 
m. | * peer! Tons pl 
The Second thing that follows from our Saviaur's 
Deciſion is, That Subjects are only bound to render to 
Princes that which is theirs : That is, the Rights which 
are veſted in them by Law, Cuſtom, and Conſtitution, 
and no more. And if we are only bound to render 
them that which is theirs, then if they ſhould demand 
that which is not theirs, but is by the moſt expreſs 
Proviſions that are poſſible, ſtill owrs ; ſuch as the Li- 
berty of our Perſon,the Property of our Eſtate,and the 
Obſervance of our Laws, we are certainly not bound 


do render theſe; becauſe in a Conſtitution like ours, 


no Prince can ſay they are hx: We may preſerve 
them as from Robbers, ſo from all illegal and violent 
Invaſons. Warrants or Commiſſions in ſuch Caſes 
are null and void of themſelves... _— 2 
EEE! | — ' | OS 
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St. Paul reduces our Duty to the Higher Powers to 
four Heads; Tribute, Cuſtom, Fear, and Honour. 
Render t to all their due; Tribute to Rom, 
whom Tribute is due, Cuſtom tro whom Cuftom, + 7. #5 
Fur to whom: Fear, Honour to b Honour. - © 
The firſt Two relate to the paying all Taxes 5 yy 
laid on us, ordinary or extraordinary: The Thir 
lates to a Submiſſion to all the NY and Penalties 
the Laws, without Murmuri — to a Dread 

breaking Laws once made, and promulgated. The 
Fourth relates to the juſt —— to due 
their Perſons and ee jy nox only for? In ph oh 
ReſpeQs we ought to not o Wrat 

Conſcience:ſake. pt fir 

To apply all this to our Selves: By our Conftity. 
tion, the Perſons of our Princes are Sacred, ne vet to 
be touch d. Their Sauction gives the full Authority 
to all Parliamentary Conſultations: In them the w 


Execution of the Law is lodged : They have the on 
of 


to defend the Law, and to protect their Peo 
liances, Peace and War, the Coin, the Powe 
doniag are in them: Aud the employing all tru 
with the Execution of the Law 7 elther deriv 

from them, to Bodies and Cominualties i in buccelan, 
or to particular Perſons named by chem. Theſe are 
great and ſacred Rights, unqueſtiohably veſted in 5 

Princes: And who ſo reſiſts them in theſe, 70%, 

Ordinance of Gad to thiir own Damnation. ' 15 20 
who thus r ve anght to pay 1 0 c 


Tributes and Taxes, as are either a 
on us, or ſuch as are lajd on us by Jawful Au 
in ſo neceſſary a Caſe as that we are ut preſent ir 
ſecure not only our Allies, but indeed our Sel 
AY, our Natiag, aud aur Poſterity. All 'who are 
repiniag at this, and myrmurjag under it, ho are 
ſowing Impreſs of thoſe 9 — truſted, and 

ved io gloriouſiy, that the Honour and lnte- 
2 * of the Nation is carried 5 
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1 it was in all former Ages; thoſe who are magnify- 
ing the Force of our Enemy, and leſſening the Glory 
of a 


Luxury and Frodiga 


Diſor 


= 
— 
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Conduct that will be the Wonder of all Poſterity, 
few how uneaſy they are, in paying the ſmalleſt 
Proportion that is paid by any of thoſe who are now 
engaged in this War: Tho' it is to ſave our All: And 
tho“ there remains enough to ſerve us, to live, not 
only in Plenty, but on many to furniſh out a Fulneſs of 
ty. of 22 e gs 2 
We owe our Princes Fear, not to break ont into 
Riots, not to make Attempts on thoſe to whom Laws 
haye N Fayour and Immmunity, nor to raiſe 
| ets: And yet we know that ſome Men wo 
ſeem to carry the Notions of Obedience and Non-Re- 
ſiſtance to the greateſt height, yet have had the Bold- 
neſs to reſiſt the Queen's Authority, and violently to 
oppoſe thoſe ſent by Her, to keep the Publick Peace, 
and maintain the Laws” | \ Tn 
We owe alſo Honour to the Perſons ſo ſet over us, 


10 obey all lawful Commands, and boldly to juſtifie an 
Adminiſtration which is the moſt unacceptionable of 


any in our Hiſtory : Where in a Reign of aboye Eight 
Years we have not heard of any one Grievance: And 
we may juſtly conclude, that ſince we have not heard of 


any, that there is none: For it is but too viſible that 


there is in many a Diſpoſition to find Fault, and to lay | 
re Grievances, if there were the leaſt 

O 3 or Colour for it. Such a Government is ſo 
fngular a Bleſſing, that we cannot be thankful e- 


nough to God for it. If there is any Controverſie 


raiſed concerning what. may be done, or what has 
lawfully been done, upon a total Subverſion of Law 


and Government, ſure that can by no Stretch of Con-- 
ſtruction have any Relation to Her Majeſty's Go- 


vernment, who has kept ſo 
as neyer to have ma 


punctually within the Law, 
the leaſt Breach upon it in 


any one Part of Her Adminiſtration. Yet by a ſtrange 
Reverſe, owing to a peculiar Degree of — 


e 
WI WIR | Tn 


3 
ſome, thoſe are repreſented as Enemies to Her Majeſty, 
to Her juſt Title and juſt Rights, who do in all thin 
ſupport the Throne, and both juſtifie and magniſie 
that Pious and Prudent as well as Brave and Victori- 
ous Adminiſtration which we are bleſs'd wich; who 
aſſert Her Majeſty's Title, as that. which roſe from a 
Force put on the Nation by the violent Invaſions that 
a Popiſh Adminiſtration had made on our Laws and 
Liberties ; ſo that we ſaw either inevitable Ruin be- 
fore us, or the Neceſſity of preſerving our ſelves by 
joyning with Him who came to fave: and deliver us: 

Vet, 1 ſay, for maintaining this, which is the Foun- 
dation of the preſent Happy State we are in, what 
Declamations aredaily made by thoſe who in all other 
things ſhew a Temper that I love not call by its pro- 
per Name ? „ OT SIO 

Some of theſe would now ſet aſide the Legal Title 
of Laws Rights ariſing from Acts of Parliament, 
and have recourſe to an Hereditary one ; in which how 
much ſoever I may agree with them as to a certain 

ſecret Fact, yet as no Deciſion has ever been made in 
that Matter, ſo it is ſtill in it ſelf doubtful, and the 

legal State of it lies another way. But thoſe who in- 

tend to ſubvert a Title that is ſure and indiſputable, 
have ſhew'd no ſmall Cunning in impoſing upon weak 
People, with a Shew of the Reſpect that ſeems to be 
in this and ſo ſtudy to make them depart from own- 
ing the Title that js certain ; fince there is an expreſs 
Law paſt an Hundred and Forty Years ago, never at- 
tempted to be repealed, that aſſerts the Parliamen- 
tary Power of limitting the Succeſſion of the Crown ; 

A Term of Years far beyond the Preſcription that our 

 Saviour's Words in my Text ſeem to relate to, not to 
mention the conſtant Practice of this Kingdom. Now 
it all this is ſer aſide, and a Right is only aſſt 
that depends upon a Fact, that in its Nature is an 
mult be for ever ſecret, where at leaſt the Sbews of 
_ - Proofs lie on the other Side, againſt 9 
2 * ; _ 4 
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concerning the Proteſtant Succeſſion : Thoſe who ſet this 
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that I acknowl are very ſtrong ones, but yet are 
no more than Preſumptions; it is very viſible what a 
Poiat is yielded up to our Enemies by this way of 
Procemting: And there is Reaſon _—_ 


h to think, | 
that thoſe who do now fet this on, may have a Time 


rm 
* 


in their View and Hopes, in which they may turn it 


inſt thoſe who are now unhappily inveigled by 
em to advance this: And that then the Aſſertors 
of Hereditary Right will be call'd on from their own 
Conceſſions. to worſhip the Idol that they may ſet up, 
if God for our other Sins is ever provoked to deliver 

us .oyer into the Hands of our Enemies. All Inſinua- 
tions of this ſort give a deep Wound to that, which 
yet is aſſerted now by many, almoſt in the ſame Breath, 


Matter on, and draw unthinking People into it, know 


well enough that theſe will be thought but Words of 


Form. Since if the Notion of the Sacredneſs of Here- 
ary Right once take place, the other muſt in conſe- 


et be ſet aſide. 
l have gone further in this Matter than I have erer 
done formerly : But the Day and the preſent Temper 


into which the concealed Deſigns wy ans and. No 
extravagant Follies of others have put too 2 who 
do not rightly ap Fen Matters, have made me look 
on it as a Part Duty to open this clearly to 
on; to which 1 only add, . who hath Ears ta | 

bim hear. Let others dowhat they will, we ſee our 
Duty in our Saviour's Words; and we may be taught 
it from the Reflect ion on this Daß 
We do now celebrate the happy Concluſion f of 8 
long and fatal Series of Confuſions and Wars, in 2 | 
we were ſadly toſſed about, after we had gone from 


our Ancient Eſtabliſhment of Law and Government, 


and in which, Torrents of Blood run down ory 
where, even Sacred and Royal Blood, when miſguided 
and mad Zeal and wild Enthuſaſar were like to have 


* 
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tary Force well diſciplined and deeply engaged to 
* their former illegal and cruel Proceedings, 
was broken into Parties, by which their Strength 
that ſeem d unconquerable, mouldred away almoſt 

perceptibly : Then the Nation ſaw no Way to reco- 
ver it ſelf buy by returni 5 to its Ancient Conſtitu- 


tion. In this there was ſuch a Harmony over the 


whole Dominion, that all in one Voice concurr'd to 
call the King Home from a long unhappy Wandring. 
The Time in which God in his Proyidence drought 
about this happy Return of the Nation into their 
Wits again, after ſo long à Diſtraction, had in it a 
articular Character of Mercy and Goodneſs to us, 
There was in that critical Time a General Peace 


either disbanded or kept up without Employment be, 
yond Sea, and we do now know that there was a Des» 
ſign between the two Crowns to joyn in aſſiſting to- 
wards the reſtoring the Royal Family, in which Mi. 
litary Men would readily have engaged. So we ſhould 
have been a Scene of Blood and Deſolation, and have 
been devoured by mercileſs Strangers. But God or- 

dered it ſo happily, that all this was prevented. The 
Royal Family owed the Reſtoration wholly to the 
Duty and Affections of the Subjects, without any Obli- 
gation to Foreigners z and leaſt of all to thoſe who 
came but too ſoon to have ſo great an Intereſt in all 
our Councils, that with the unhappy Effects of it, 
wie continue ſtruggling to this Day: | ... 
But what ill Uſe ſoever was made of this happy 
Turn, we are ſure it was in it ſelf a great Bleſſing; 
and might have produced glorious Effects, if that in- 
veterate Bitterneſs which ſtill, prevails, had not lea- 
vened t he Minds of many, ſo that we did not then fee 
the things that belonged to our Peace, which ſeem ſtill 60 


be bid from our Eyes. We ought: to bleſs God and ta 


rejoyce ia that almoſt miraculous Work by which all 
things among us both ia Church and- State fell boo 


3 


made-up Abroad, by which great Armies were to be 
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the old Channel: And we have now for Fifty "Years 
felt the happy Effect of living under the beſt remper'd 
Government in the World: And tho' we have been 
oftner than once brought very near the Brink of De- 
ſtruction, yet like Clouds in a dry Time, all went off, 
without any of thoſe Convulſions that we. had reaſon 
to apprehend. We ſaw a Revolution brought about 
in almoſt as calm a manner as the Reſtoration it ſelf ; 
By which our Ancient Conſtitution was again made 
up, and ſecured againſt Breaches and Attempts made 
upon it, We have thrice ſince that time had Deſcents 
and Invaſions in view. One of theſe, little more than 
two Years ago: But ſtill a good Hand of Providence 
was over us, and covered us ſo that we are yet in 
Peace and Safety from our Enemies abroad, I wiſh1 
could ſay likewiſe from our Enemies at Home and in 
our own Bowels. | 2 > 
But as we ought to magnifie God's Goodneſs to us in 
all this, ſo we owe all poſſible Returhs of Duty and Gra- 
titude to Her Majeſty, under whoſe Pious and Prudent 
Care we enjoy theſe ineſtimable Bleſſings : We ought 
both to pray and to bleſs God for Her Reign: We ought 
to do Her and her Government all the Juſtice we can, 
in vindicating it againſt the virulent Inſinuations of 
thoſe who detratt from it; which they endeavour to 
diſguiſe by a Pretence of Zeal for her Perſon, while they 
vent their Indignation againſt thoſe who have ſo ſted- 
dily and happily conducted Matters under Her: Tho? 
this is too common a Method of diſcharging Cenſure 
on the Supream, while the Subalterns are only named, 
to paſs eaſily on any. | ' ob 
Having hitherto conſidered the Importance of the 
Firſt Part of our Saviour's Anſwer, Render therefore to 
Ceſar the things which are Cæſars; we do now in the 
| next place go on to conſider the Second Part of it, 
And to God the things that are Gods. This, as was for- 
meriy mentioned, might relate to the Tribute that | 
God had reſerved to himſelf, when He gave that Na- 
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| ſerve upon it, that no ſort of Divine Worſhip is to be 


and judgment 


13 


tion the Land of Paleſtine for an Heritage. A Poll- 


Money was to be paid ; it was half a Shekel, which 


was in our Money about Fifteen Pence. This is that 
which was demanded of our Saviour in Capernaum, 


as appears by his Anſwer, then are the Chil- 9 
dren free: This being God's reſerved Rent, _ 17s 
He his only begotten Son reckoned he was 

not bound to pay it; but yet that they might not 
think he was a Breaker of the Law, he directed his 
Diſciple to go a Fiſhing, where he ſoon found a She- 
in a Fiſh, which paid the Tribute for them both, 
This may likewiſe relate to that Idolatry to which the 
Roman Emperour Caligula did a few Years after this 
pretend in the Temple it ſelf: For what Obedience 
ſoever may be due to Princes, this is certainly a Re- 


offered to them. G 

Bnt it is more reaſonable to give theſe Words the 
fulleſt Extent they are capable of, that we owe our 
Obedience firſt of all to God: We are to pay him all 


that he lays on us, and to have no regard to any Laws 


that are contrary to his Laws, which are all Holy, 


juſt and Good, To conſider therefore the whole Ex- 


tent of oùr Duty to God, as it is laid in theſe Words, 
we ought to examine what is kis, or what we derive 


from him, and by this we will ſee what we ought to 
render to him. 
The Soundneſs, the Figure, and the whole Structure 
of our Bodies, were his Workmanſhip, together with 
the Organs and uſe-of our Senſes: Our Minds, and 
all our Capacities of Imagination, Memory, Reaſon 
were laid in us by him in our firſt 
ormation. For what ever we are, or have by our 
rſt Make, we haye it of him: He made us, and not 
we our ſelves; To him we owe all that we derive from 
our Parents: The Advantages both of Education, 
Rank, and Fortune: All the Circumſtances of Pro- 
Uigence, eſpecially thoſe at, our firſt ſetting bi 
1 by . , a | | Whict 
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which gave us early good Impreſſions ; the whole 


Progreſs of our Lives and Affairs, our Preſervation, 


the Guard about us, the bountiful Proviſion made for 
us, the Succeſs of all our Labours and Endeavours; 


the Bleſſings of good Maſters, happy Acquaintances < \ 
and Friendſhips, are ſo many Commentaries on theſe 


Words, that 1 wiſh were as deep in our Hearts, as 
they are often in our Mouths, that we are the People 


| of bis Paſture, and the Sheep of his Hand: And among 


theſe his Bleſſings, as he is our Creator and Preſerver, 


we ought never to forget our being born in a Nation, 


> bought with a Price, the Blood of his only”. 


£ 7 * 


* 


happy beyond all the Nations of the World, and our 
living under the beſt Government, and the beſt Prin- 
ceſs now upon Earth, rs , 

But we muſt with St. Paul carry this y et higher, for 
3 5 as we are not our own, but bit; 10 we are 


| Son the Saviour of the World, who bore our 
Mat. 20.28. Sins on his own Body, and gave his Life to be 
our Ranſom : By the Virtue of that He offers us Peace 
and Pardon, and all the Effects of a compleat Reconcili- 
ation here: Such as the Aids of God's Spirit, the Guards 


ing and Anſwering our Prayers; and above all, promiſes 
us an Admiſſion into an endleſs State of an unconceiva- 
ble Meaſure of Glory and Happineſs hereafter. All this 


is offered to us on the eaſieſt and moſt reaſonable Terms 


ro the Lays that are clearly ſet before us in the Goſpel, 


That we were early received into the Body and the 


Rights of Chriſtians, that we have had the Advantages 
of being Born in a Church Reformed from thoſe Cor, 
ruptions that have over-run ſo great a Part of Chriſten» 
dom, freed from Idolatry, Error, and Superſtition x 
in which we wor ip God in Spirit and Truth ; and if our 
Practice were l e her Rules and Principles, we might 
; 2 call our ſelves much the pureſt and the beſt 


of Providence, the Miniſtry of Angels, and the Hear- 


poſſible, of Repentance, Faith, and a ſincere Obedience 


| on- 
ured Church in the World. All gar particular In- 
Wr 


4 


1 


. On May tb 29th. 1710; 15 
ſtructions and Awakenings, all the happy Motions and 
Diſpoſitions raiſed in us, every good and every perfect 
Gift, all our good Tong and beſt. Minutes, are 
the Effects of this P N : By that 
Blood we are redeemed, waſbe uſt 1 5 
Oh !' happy we if we are — fifa 9 6. 
by bis Spirit ! a u 
We now ſee in ſome meaſure what are thoſe things 
that we have from God: And from thence it will be 
eaſie to gather what we ought to render to Him. We 
ought to offer up the Praiſe of all we enjoy to Him 
who is the Giver of it all: And we ought not to be lifted 
up in our ſelves, for any Advantages to which we are 
raiſed beyond others: For what have we that we luv 
not received? We ought to depend on 1 Cor4.7. 
Him for the Continuance of his Bleſſin 
to us, for as the Lord gave, ſo He may 1 Job 21, 
'Y .. rake. from us all that we enjoy only at his 5 
Fieaſure: And much more if we make an ill Uſe of his 
4" Blefſings, and Him who is the Giver of them. 
er for what End we have ſo man 


We ought to 


happy Diſtinctions from others about us, hom theſe 
may be improved and imployed : We ought to make 
the beſt Uſe of them we can, for perfecting our own 


Faculties, and for the Good of all within our Reach, 
eſpecially of thoſe who are put under our Care. We 
ought to love our Country, our itution, and the 
OClorious Head of it: We ought to ſet a due Value on 
Law and Liberty, as the greateſt of Earthly Bl 
and carefully to avoid every thing that may wo 
weaken them. Theſe Returns we o 
| Bat how much further ought we to carry all this, 
| When we conſider that we are bonght with a Price: 
om whence it is a very juſt Inference made by Sc. 
Fa, that then we ought ro glorify him in our Bodies, 
'Þ 44 in our Spirits, which are Gods, We -aght to fer a 
high value on the Price thus ater 
R 7 e 1. N + Lis 2 7 


3 
* 
we to God as our 
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5 in us, Render to God that c hich i, Gods : And this will 


N 4 render to God the thingi that are Gods; Io Him, 
1 b aud Holy Ghoſt: be all Glory and eta he 


2 | 
Holy Doctrine which he delivered to us 3 keative is Wo 
wich his Blood, and confirming, it by his Ts | 
on: We ought to make all the Returns poſſible of 
Praife for this ineſtimable 5 hab to be ready - 
to lay down our Lives rather than deny it, Wy | 
ought to inſtru our ſelves in every part of it, that 
ve may not be eaſily ſhaken from it, but may be able 
to convince and perſuade, others to receive it. We 
- evght to maintain the Purity of this Doarine with a | 
conſtant and active Zeal, againſt all Impiety, Immo- 
rality and Idolatry. We ought to preſerve the Uni- 
ty of the Body, with a Spirit of Love and Peace, ana 
to endeavour to bring others into it by. the mn | 
of Reaſon ; gently inſtructing even thoſe who o 
themſelyes : Religion muſt not reſt in Points ys 7 Spe 
culation or Opinions, nor in Forms, or outward Ob- | 
ſervances, much leſs muſt it be mauag'd as an En 
to ſerve Ends, and to advance Intereſts, to break the 
World into Parties, to inflame Men's Paſſjons and td 
diſtract c heir Minds with Jealouſies and Fears, to raiſe 
Heats and keep up Animoſities; by which ps .diſe 
. guiſe their no-Religion, and which fill the World with 
Prejudices againſt it. In . to all this, we 
ought to raiſe the Honour of our Religion, and to 
promote it by a Holy Conyerfation, and by an exem- 
plary Deportment; by which we will ſooner or later 


t to ſilence the Tgngrance of fooliſh\ Men, We ought to 
ine as Lights in our Families, in ou 7 Neighbourhood, 


in- .our Stations, and FunQio N above all | 
things to advance the Honour 1 5 
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and Sayer, | 
and of our moſt Holy Faith. 10 


| 
If we do this with-obr 4 15 continue | 


in it faithful to the Death, then we do, as far; as lies 


be the ſureſt-Guard on our Duty to thoſe whom God | 
has ſet over us; for we will then certain] 2 3 


Cæſortbe tbingi that are Ceſars, when we hayes 7 74 
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